Cheri Michel Holden

July 14, 1966 - August 3, 2025

With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of a remarkable woman Cheri
Michel Holden, age 59, from Zillah who lost her battle with cancer Sunday
morning Aug. 3, 2025. Her life was a testament to love, service, and
boundless generosity. Cheri was born on July 14, 1966, to Linda and Stanley
Myles. Cheri attended school in Toppenish and graduated with the class of
1984.

To her family, Cheri was the cherished wife of Rick, whom she married on
June 7, 2003. She was also a devoted mother to Britteny Dawson (Shawn),
and her adopted niece and nephew Gracie, and David. The three were
welcomed into her heart and home, raising them as her own with unwavering
affection and care. Cheri is also survived by her mother Linda Layman and her
“Other Dad,” Fred West of Toppenish and brother Robbie Myles of Naches.
She was also survived by her Aunt Betty and Mary , along with numerous
cousins, nieces, and nephews. Cheri was blessed with 5 beautiful
grandchildren whom she always looked forward to their visits. Shortly before
her passing she was blessed to have met her newest granddaughter, Kinsley
Michel which bears her middle name.

She was preceded in death by her father Stan Myles, her paternal and
maternal grandparents, mother-in-law and father-in-law Clancy and Jerry
Holden as well as her Aunt Susie. Last by not least, one of her dear friends,
Sandy Hovland.

Her home was well-known for its laughter, warmth, and the delicious aroma of



holiday treats crafted from treasured family recipes. The holidays held a
special place in her heart; she took genuine joy in gathering loved ones
together, creating memories destined to bring comfort and sweetness to those
who remember her.

She was known for her ever-present flip flops, bold love of pink, smile, and her
exuberant enjoyment of visits to her favorite casinos. Regardless of whether
she was testing her luck or spending time with Rick, she loved each moment
with enthusiasm and a good time.

Her compassion extended well beyond her immediate family. As a dedicated
member of the Dept. of Children Youth and Families (DCYF), she devoted her
career to uniting over 500 children with their forever families. Her tireless
efforts and gentle guidance will leave a legacy, touching countless lives across
generations.

Her kindness, warmth, and determined spirit will be deeply missed by all who
knew her. Though her absence brings sorrow, her memory lives on through
the love she freely gave, the home filled with joy, and the many lives she
changed forever. May her spirit be remembered always—barefoot in flip flops,
dress in pink, and embraced by laughter, love, and gratitude from all who were
blessed to know her as family and friend.

A Celebration of Cheri’s life will be held at Zillah Nazarene Church August
13th, at 11:00. During the luncheon following the service the family invites you
to honor Cherie through stories and fellowship. In that spirit, we kindly ask
everyone to wear bright cheerful colors or your team Cheri t-shirts.

In lieu of flowers please consider donating to the family to provide help during
this difficult time. Contributions can be made on Go fund me, Venmo or left at
the service.



Tribute Wall

Christie Funkhouser lit a candle in memory of |

Cheri Michel Holden

Christie Funkhouser - August 12, 2025 at 10:39 PM

Cheri you been in our family for over 20 yrs. I'm glad the milestones
you did for so many. You n my daddy fought so hard you both get to
reunite up there my angels above will never be forgotten.... Love
Nancy Myra, Linda, Sebastian..

Nancy Bedolla - August 08, 2025 at 08:35 PM

Gina Northover-Moore lit a candle in memory !

of Cheri Michel Holden

Gina Northover-Moore - August 07, 2025 at 01:12 PM

Cheri's grandma, Moe, was my aunt GinGin. | sadly missed out in
getting to know her really well, but that means nothing in our family.
If youre family, youre loved. Moe, DoDo, Susie, Aunt Pat and so
many others are welcoming you, while those left here are wiping our
tears and waving so long. Love you sweet cousin. Rest easy now.

Beth Haven - August 06, 2025 at 07:32 PM



Julie lit a candle in memory of Cheri Michel |

Holden

Julie - August 06, 2025 at 05:31 PM

I met Cheri in 1996 when | started dating Tony Gulley, Britteny and
Jeremy’s dad. | saw her love for both Britteny and Jeremy. Britteny
and Cheri had a very close bond. | was very impressed when her
and Rick adopted her neice and nephew. | knew before, that she
was a special person but that was very moving. | am so glad | got to
see her and visit her last July at Britteny and Shawn’s wedding.
How sweet that little Kinsley has been named with Cheri’s middle
name as her middle name too. Cheri will always be remembered by
me and | know lots & lots of people for being a kind, giving and
generous person. ¢°

Melody Gulley - August 06, 2025 at 03:54 PM

Middle Market Unit purchased the Pink Tribute Sp
ray for the family of Cheri Michel Holden.

Middle Market Unit - August 06, 2025 at 02:58 PM


https://www.heggiescolonialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.heggiescolonialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.heggiescolonialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Nancy Mortensen lit a candle in memory of L
Cheri Michel Holden

Nancy Mortensen - August 06, 2025 at 12:13 PM

Susie Tynan lit a candle in memory of Cheri 9
Michel Holden

Susie Tynan - August 05, 2025 at 08:51 PM



