Ricky Lynn Schutz

November 30, 1953 - July 3, 2017

It is with great sadness that the family of Ricky Lynn Schutz announces his
passing after a hard fought battle against Mantle Cell Lymphoma, on Monday,
July 3, 2017, at the age of 63 years.

A native of Toppenish, Washington, Rick was born on November 30, 1953 to
Melvin and Delta Schutz. Throughout his early years, he spent a great deal of
time fishing with his grandparents and enjoying the outdoors with his parents
and sister. He never met an animal he didn’t try to rescue, a trait that endured
throughout his lifetime. In high school, he loved football, racing cars (and
wrecking them), hunting, and fishing. He graduated from Toppenish High
School in 1972 as a proud Wildcat.

In 1973, he married his high school sweetheart, Debra Ann (Stewart) Schutz.
On June 2nd they celebrated their 44th Anniversary. One of Rick’s greatest
endeavors was being a father and grandfather. Rick will be lovingly
remembered by his children, Jacob, Jessica (Rob) Bjur, Janay (Joseph)
Monzingo, John and Joshua. He loved his children but he adored his “babies”,
his 6 grandkids Michael, Charlene, Jacob, Ava, McKenna and Harper even
more. One of his favorite past times the last few years was playing and being
with his grandchildren. He would always attempt to wind them up before
leaving just so he could remind his children of who the real boss of the family
was.

Throughout his life, Rick worked in many different occupations including the
grocery business, retail, and agricultural work. Rick was a jack of many trades



but specialized in painting. He owned and operated Schutz Painting for many
years. He took great pride in his craftsmanship and could often be heard
saying there was nothing more fun than watching paint dry.

Rick may have enjoyed painting homes, but his true passions were coaching
and being a member of the Toppenish School Board. He coached countless
girls and boy’s youth teams throughout the decades including those of his kids
and grandkids. He will be remembered by many in the Wildcat Nation for his
love of youth and high school sports. He could be found most often in a gym
or on a field, cheering for his team. His voice was loud and was only matched
by his passion for kids. Rick proudly served for 22 years on the Toppenish
School Board with many of those years as Board President. He believed
wholly in the school district mission that Kids Come First and he modeled it
within his own family, rarely missing a game, event, or activity.

Rick is survived by his wife, children, and grandchildren, his mother Delta, and
his sister Cheryl (Schutz) Affholter. He is also survived by his nephews Andy
(Diane), Randy (Tara) and Shannon (Shannon) Affholter, their children, and a
host of other extended family and friends. He was preceded in death by his
father, Melvin “Papa” Schutz, and his grandparents. He is also preceded in
death by his in-laws, Gene and Corinne Stewart.

Rick was a friend to many and loved to share a story or two (or three). His
family would like to honor his life by celebrating together on Saturday, July 15
at 10:30 am at A.J. Strom Gymnasium in Toppenish. All are welcome as Rick
would often say that there is always room for one more at the table. In lieu of
flowers, the family has established the Rick Schutz Scholarship Fund in his
memory. Donations can be made directly to the Toppenish School District with
a note to show that it's for the scholarship. Once a wildcat, always a wildcat.
Our family would like to send a heartfelt “Thank You’ to everyone who has
cared for our dad over the last 2 years. We would not have had this extra time
without all of your tireless efforts. We would especially like to thank Dr.
Stephen Smith, Dr. Sandra Kanan, Stephanie, and the rest of the staff at
Seattle Cancer Care Alliance. We would also like to thank Dr. Vickie Jones



and her staff at North Star Lodge. There are no words to express our gratitude
to the doctors and nurses on the 2nd and 5th floors at Virginia Mason
Memorial Hospital whom helped dad fight right up to the end. Dr. Waber,
Maggie, Kat, David and Suzanne from Virginia Mason Memorial hospice who
helped dad and our family throughout his last few days. You all will hold a
special place in our hearts and will forever be a part of the extended Schutz
family.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

JUL 15. 10:30 AM (PT)

AJ Strom Gym
Toppenish High School
Toppenish, WA



Tribute Wall

Ricky Lynn Schutz

October 05, 2023 at 11:22 AM

Dana And Judy Jones lit a candle in memory |

of Ricky Lynn Schutz
\*

Dana and Judy Jones - July 10, 2017 at 11:02 PM

Debbie and family,

My heart hurts for you during this difficult time. | wish you much
comfort as you gather together and remember all the good times
you had. My thoughts are with you all.

Jill

Jill Christianson - July 10, 2017 at 04:56 PM

Laura Canfield lit a candle in memory of Ricky "

Lynn Schutz

Laura Canfield - July 10, 2017 at 08:55 AM



To the family of Ricky Lynn Schutz,

I am so sorry to hear of your family's loss. Mr. Schutz's love of ALL
CHILDREN is evident with his dedication to the Toppenish School
District Board of Directors for 22 years and all of his coaching of
children in Toppenish! | was very lucky and honored to teach his
son, Joshua, in 5th grade at Garfield Elementary. What a wonderful
young man and nice family! My thought and prayers are with your
family during this difficult time.

Linda McDow

Linda McDow - July 09, 2017 at 01:41 PM

| have so money wonderful memories of Rick.....growing up together
in Toppenish...

We played football together....all through junior high and high
school.

Both dated the girls from Selah....(of course Rick married
Debbie...from those dates...)

We hunted pheasants and ducks together....and just hung out....
Some of my best memories are of Rick giving me a ride home for
lunch in his hot Car...(a Charger as | recall..)......A thilling ride home
for a sandwich and an even more thilling ride back to school to
make it back just in time for Tom Shellenberger's biology class...
You are a great friend ....and a wonderful father and community
person who continue to inspire us...you will be greatly missed.

Your friend,
Kevin Barr

Kevin Barr - July 09, 2017 at 01:22 PM



Dear Rick's Family - Our deepest and heartfelt condolences to each
and everyone of you. We are so fortunate to have had the
opportunity to have many great conversations with Rick. | will
always remember him asking me "Hey, how's your old man doing?"
and then getting into those hilarious stories. You had a wonderful
husband, dad, grandpa, brother and son. May you forever cherish
the memories and always remember how much he loved and
adored each and everyone of you. There was never a time that he
didn't say something about his family. Rest In Peace Dear Friend.
We will miss you. Many Hugs to all - Ernest and Norma Ramos
(Elizabeth and Brian too)

Norma A.Ramos - July 07, 2017 at 06:54 PM
Debra, we are so sorry to hear about the loss of your beloved
husband. All of us here in the Loan production department of

Heritage Bank are thinking about you and your family.

Gayle - July 07, 2017 at 06:02 PM



